IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for configuring a first device of a communication system, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

analyzing at l e ast one messag e r e c e ived in the first device from a second d e vice of 
the communication system in order to d e termine a pa r ticula r v er sion of a pro t ocol associat e d with 
the second device; and 

storing in a memory associated with the first device an indication of the particular 
v er sion of th e protocol associated with th e second device. 

receiving at least one message in the first device from a second device of the 
communication system; 

determining if a protocol version of the at least one message is the same as a protocol 
version associated with the second device in a memory of the first device; 

determining if the protocol version of the at least one message is a known protocol 
version when the protocol version of the at least one message is not the same, and updating the 
protocol version associated with the second device in the memory of the first device when the 
protocol version of the at least one message is known; and 

processing the at least one message at the first device when the protocol version of 
the at least one message is the same. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the first device comprises a switch of the 
communication system. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the second device comprises a customer 
premises equipment (CPE) device of the communication system. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the protocol comprises an asynchronous transfer 
mode (ATM) user-network interface (UNI) protocol. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the at least one message analyzed to determine 
the particular version of the protocol comprises a signaling channel message received over a 
signaling channel established between the first and second devices. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the at least one message is analyzed 
IrHtrst the step of determining if a protocol version of the at least one message is the same as a 
protocol version associated with the second device in a memory of the first device further comprises 
the step of determining if an information element identifier extracted from the at least one message 
is a valid information element identifier for a current the protocol version associated with the second 
device in a memory of the first device , and if the extracted information element identifier is not a 
valid information id e ntifier for the current protocol version, d e t e rmining if the extract e d information 
identifi e r is a valid information identifier for another version of the protocol . 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein a call processing function of the first device is 
adjusted so as to provide a feature associated with the particular version of the protocol. 

8. (Currently amended) An apparatus for use in configuring a first device of a communication 
system, the method apparatus comprising th e st e ps of : 

a memory: 

at least one a processor coupled to the memory, associated with the first device and 
operative to: analyze at least one message received in the first d e vice from a second device of th e 
communication syst e m in ord e r to determine a particular version of a protocol associat e d with th e 
second device (i) receive at least one message in the first device from a second device of the 
communic ation system: (ii) determine if a protocol version of the at least one message is the same 
as a protocol version associated with the second device in a memory of the first device: ( iii) 
determine if the protocol version of the at least one message is a known protocol version when the 
protocol version of the at least one message is not the same, and update the protocol version 
associated with the second device in the memory of the first device when the protocol version of the 
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at least on e message is known: and (iv) process the at least one message at the first device when the 
protocol version of the at least one message is the same. 

a memory coupled to th e processor, th e memory stoi ing an indica t ion of the particular 
ve r sion of the protocol associated with the second d e vic e . 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the first device comprises a switch of the 
communication system. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the second device comprises a customer 
premises equipment (CPE) device of the communication system. 

11. (Original) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the protocol comprises an asynchronous 
transfer mode (ATM) user-network interface (UNI) protocol. 

12. (Original) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the at least one message analyzed to 
determine the particular version of the protocol comprises a signaling channel message received over 
a signaling channel established between the first and second devices. 

13. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the at least one message is 
analyzed by first the step of determining if a protocol version of the at least one message is the same 
as a proto col version associated with the second device in a memory of the first device further 
comprises the step of determining if an information element identifier extracted from the at least one 
message is a valid information element identifier for a curren t the protocol version associated with 
the second device in a memory of the first devic e, and if the c \ti a c ted infounalion element id e iilifi e i 
is not a valid information identifier for the current protocol version, determining if the extideted 
information identifici is a valid information identifier for another version of the pi u tueul . 

14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein a call processing function of the first device 
is adjusted so as to provide a feature associated with the particular version of the protocol. 
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15. (Currently amended) A machine-readable medium storing one or more programs for 
configuring a first device of a communication system, wherein the one or more programs when 
executed by a processor implement the steps of: 

analyzing a t l e ast on e m e ssage r e c e ived in th e first devic e from a second d e vic e of 
the communication syst e m in ord e r to d e t e rmin e a pa rt icular v e rsion of a p r otocol associated with 
the s e cond d e vic e ; and 

storing in a m e mory associated with th e first d e vice an indication of th e particular 
ve r sion of t he pr otocol associated with th e second device. 

receiving at least one message in the first device from a second device of the 
communication system: 

determining if a protocol version of the at least one message is the same as a protocol 
version associated with the second device in a memory of the first device: 

determining if the protocol version of the at least one message is a known protocol 
version when the protocol version of the at least one message is not the same, and updating the 
protocol version associated with the second device in the memory of the first device when the 
protocol version of the at least one message is known: and 

processing the at least one message at the first device when the protocol version of 
the at least one message is the same. 

16. (Currently amended) A method for configuring a first device of a communication system, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

analyzing a t l e ast one message r e c e iv e d in t h e fi r st d e vice from a second d e vic e of 
the communication sys t em in ord e r to det e rmine a particular version of an asynch r onous transf e r 
mod e (ATM) user-network interface (UNI) p r otocol associa t ed with the s e cond d e vic e ; and 

storing in a memory associat e d with t he first d e vice an indication of th e particular 
v e rsion of t he protocol associat e d with th e second device; 

wh e r e in th e at leas t one message is analyz e d by first determining if an information 
elem e n t identifier extrac te d from the message is a valid information identifie r fo r a cu rr ent p r otocol 
ve r sion associated with th e second devic e in a memo r y of the fi r st d e vice, and if th e e x t ract e d 
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info r mation e l e ment identifier is not a valid information id e ntifier for th e current protocol ve r sion, 
determining if th e e xtrac te d information id e n t ifi e r is a valid information identifie r for anoth e r version 
of the protocol. 

receiving at least one message in the first device from a second device of the 
communication system: 

determining if an information element identifier extracted from the at least one 
message is a valid information element identifier for a protocol version associated with the second 
device in a memory of the first device: 

determining if the extracted information element identifier is a valid information 
element identifier for another protocol version when the extracted information element identifier is 
not valid for a protocol version associated with the second device, and updating the protocol version 
associated with the second device in the memory of the first device when the extracted information 
element identifier is valid for another protocol version: 

processing the message at the first device when the extracted information element 
identifier is valid for a protocol version associated with the second device. 
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